Arkansas Museums Association Conference Scholarship Procedures 
2008 Scholarship committee: 

District  I  -  Diana Sanders, Chair





District II   - Lynita Langley-Ware

District III - Judith Stewart-Abernathy






District IV - Pam Beasley

1. Composition – the AMA Conference Scholarship Committee shall be composed of the four AMA District Representatives.  

2. Chair of the Scholarship Committee shall rotate between District Representatives each year.  (District III had the 2006 conference; committee of the Board took 2007 AMA/SEMC.)  If a District Rep is serving as a local arrangements chair for the annual conference the year they come up for Scholarship Committee Chair, they may switch years with another District Rep.
3. An announcement of the availability of scholarships for the upcoming conference will be placed in the November/December AMA newsletter each year with details on the website by early January or as soon as a tentative program is available.  Details on the website will include the tentative program, scholarship application process and deadline and the   membership application and conference registration form.
4. Each District Rep will notify the members in their districts of the scholarship opportunity and encourage application.

5. In early January or as soon as the tentative conference program is available, the Scholarship Chair will email contacts at Arkansas colleges and universities where museum/public history related coursework is available and refer them to the AMA website for AMA Conference and scholarship information for interested students.  
a. UAFS – Tom Wing, Historical Interpretation Program, twing@uafortsmith.edu, 479-788-7805
b. ASU – Clyde Milner, Heritage Studies,  cmilner@astate.edu, 870-972-3509

c. UALR – Dr. Johanna Miller Lewis, Chair, History Dept, jmlewis@ualr.edu , 501-569-3216
d. UAF – Dr. JoAnn D’Alisera, dalisera@uark.edu, 501-575-4460
e. ATU – Judith Stewart-Abernathy, jstewartabernathy@atu.edu, 479-964-0831
f. UCA – Barbara Satterfield, barbarass@uca.edu, 501-450-5793
Susan Young will email AMA members to check the website for details on Conference Scholarships. 

6. The Scholarship Application Form and a letter stating past and current museum involvement and financial need are to be emailed to the Scholarship Committee Chair by the February 20 application deadline.  Student scholarship applicants must include a transcript and a faculty recommendation.
7. The number of Registration Scholarships awarded will be based on the availability of funds.  The AMA board will set the number of scholarships to be awarded in November or December preceding the conference.  An equitable distribution of scholarships among the districts is desired but not required.  
8. Students may also apply for a special Student Scholarship that provides registration and a $250 stipend.  Selection of a recipient will be based on need, GPA and faculty recommendation.  The Scholarship Application Form, a letter stating museum/public history experience and financial need, a faculty recommendation and a transcript are to be emailed to the Scholarship Committee Chair by the February 20 application deadline.  
9. The Scholarship Committee Chair will forward applications to the Scholarship Committee/District Reps as they are received.  
10. After the deadline, the Scholarship Committee will select recipients and the Chair will forward committee recommendations and all applications to the full Board for approval.  The Scholarship Chair or each District Rep will notify recipients by email and/or phone as appropriate by February 29.  No decisions will be finalized on applicants until after the application deadline. 
11. Scholarship recipients who are First-Time Attendees will be given the option in their award notification to have a mentor.  All Board members will be notified of first-time attendees who request a mentor and will be available to them throughout the conference.  All Board members will serve as mentors to all first-time attendees who request a mentor.  There will not be an individual mentoring assignment.  
12. While an applicant does not have to be a current AMA member to apply, all scholarship recipients must join AMA as part of the Conference registration process.  All current AMA members and students interested in entering the museum field are encouraged to apply.  Scholarships will be awarded based upon financial need, with consideration given for applicants who are recent to the museum/public history field.
13. The Scholarship award does not include annual membership dues.  Scholarship recipients must mail the completed AMA Membership Application and Conference Registration Form and membership dues to the AMA treasurer as indicated on the form.  Recipients will enter the appropriate amount in Membership Dues and enter “Scholarship Recipient” for Conference fees. 
